Dear Bottle and Oskar, 


When hq got your pre-Crhrlstsas card, we’d hoped to hear from you f or 

1 ^ led ,as to believe you were still travelling, the bliss juggling the stardust, 
wrale Oskar prepared his lectures on operatic voices of the 20s and 30s (which 
would have interested me, for in those day X was the opera buff Hi now is) and 
nxs commentary on recording techniques (how I wish 1 had services like his for 
sous of the measures I’ve had to tekel), 

mat, card had no return address. However, X kept the note you gave; ae before 
you left, and X hope the address is the same or that nail i a forwarded there bet- 
ter than is here is you #r© still traipsing around* for X hate a special used 
in writing you. ifeaimhile, I report that thing., are unchanged with uz, save, that 
¥ mS nti« JS9re 7' 1 tm wi ^ lt o£ the recent years acre. lEho book you knew as 
C °UP p hm was reduced to the part dealing „ith the King assassination only, 
puolxsnsa ay ... ne„ small publisher (all the large ones feared and again, vy agent 
gave up; woo nas suceeedeu in the impossible, arranging no single promo of any 
kmd_ana frustrating- the obvious ones. Don’t ask ae to explain it, but on znT 
previous trip to ;uC I’d lined up five appearances for my return, each requiring 
a week or core notice. With a month in which to do it, he succeeded in not set- 
tmg ary’ one] do rejected any press conference on publication, whan Percy Fore- 
man flee, a TV studio rather than confront no he refused to phono the papers (l 
han to stay and do the show and couldn't). I scan, with your long experience 
with the spontaneous a.d the deliberate methods by which a book can be killed 
without intending iumier, you've rover seen such stuff. Meanwhile, w*th a 
second printing required ia the first month WITWl * T his changing -any ororos 
(young friends and I did a few), I await the second part of ay "advance" due 
aore teas j months ago. Poes it sound familiar? 

t Tn tT I s l “ n y l ’ :i ; ;ediate P^pose in thin letter. Having gotten to MIC a sain 
1 J®® f bl ; ta3jc vo the lawyer to whom i'd spoken about action against your 
°“ u f as Meredith and the Htuatioa 1 assume you recall. With 

resp Ct o the latter, wber,= there is an opm-and-shut broach of contract in 
the anthology tor which I to this date h..vo never b&sn paid for what I agreed 
as f* vhero re, Jains their use of what they didn’t even ask for, and 
mat m a way a- .signed to defame i» m Here what can bo important is your recol— 
lc-ctioa and your appraisal. X hope you remember that I aid a saapls taping for 
70u a Pfujsotea talking record of the Epilogue of WVII. Once that anthology 
reprinted t.ie entire thing without snthorimtioa, what chance there sight lave 

r la !?V' ?0Uia 1 S <2 is a stat8Baat saying that you .and I lad, 
rJt * f uxscussing a talking record of this Epilogue, that to this cad sc had 
Stef* ^ raadin ^ xt * th£t - ro ’ a '^ ere to sos about the possibilities of 

getfcme iv done, ana any estimate you think you can honestly make of its potential. 

_ ^siaaged. Our only regular income is the pit lance Hi stakes 

as a vax consultant for the first quarter. The lit le se have been able to get of 
!?? large suss d which we f ve been cheated have gone to cur debt, which despite 
, U -v ™ duGed tecau&e the coot of carrying it, and there l s 

3 nsramy <-he continuing problem of meeting each day's financial needs. There was 
Iff iB08Se l t ;° r thi;i ne ' B ’ ^ Martin Bather -ing/ James Sari Ray 

Z>Q ' P f iUu * as pr ^ bable ** fce sale was good. Now both appear negative. The 
i)eSpite aie °PP^s-dve of constant weariness, my work lias 
A 0ther era y0uid b5 the most sensational official 

^ possession. I m talking about what was withheld from the Warren Com. 

SLjL n 1 '- BXlSU *2 * ea ^ 111 federal over some of the suppressions 

(natural 1 ^, no, news-aaywhere) , hate other pending and an about to file more. If you 
ask where I get the energy, the answer is I don't have it, I lust bS oT”^ T f^ 
is no longer like when I got up before daylight, drove to NIC, wo iced all day/ne* 

I! £*,?"* *« then drove S-E. ZJf 

’ t , d ? yl ght * 1 don ter(m <k±vo to NIC any more, Axai Long John has a long 



